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NIST

Cloud computing is a model for enabling convenient, on -

demand network access to a shared pool of configurable 

computing resources (e.g., networks, servers, storage, 

applications, and services) that can be rapidly provisioned 

and released with minimal management effort or service 

provider interaction.
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VMware

ÅLightweight entry/exit service acquisition model

ÅConsumption based pricing

ÅAccessible using standard internet protocols

ÅElastic

ÅImproved economics due to shared infrastructure
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Mainframe

+ Centralized mgmt

+ Secure

- Limited access

- Inflexible

- Costly

+ Distributed CPU  

utilization

+ Added flexibility

- Complex / costly to 

deploy & manage

- Not secure

- Not efficient

Client/Server
+ Simple to deploy  and 

manage

+ Broader access

+ Scale

Web + Maximum efficiency 

with optimized 

resource utilization

+ Increased agility with 

on-demand 

computing

+ User-centric 

Cloud


